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ONE COUPLE BROUGHT
THE OUTDOORS IN
FOR THEIR SPECTACULAR

BACKYARD BASH
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hough they both grew

up outside of Pittsburgh,
Sarah Van Kirk and Shawn
Fay didn’t meet until their
late 20s. The couple made up
for lost time: Within a year,
their whirlwind romance
led to a romantic sunset
proposal in the Bahamas.
Sarah had dreamed of a
wedding and reception under
the stars, but, she says, “in
Pittsburgh, there’s always
a chance of rain, so that
wasn’t exactly an option.”
Here’s how the pair created
the next best thing.
MAGIC FOREST Florist Jerry
Sibal fashioned oversize
chandeliers out of branches,

moss, and flowers and strung up star-shaped lanternsto
turn the tents into a whimsical garden fantasy.

THE SUPERSTITIOUS GROOM Shawn adamantly did not

want to see Sarah before the ceremony, so the couple took
photos during cocktail hour. “Did it make things more
complicated? Yes, but it was important to him,” says Sarah.

CHANGING IT UP “I wanted something traditional for the

Renta gown, “bur it felt too dramatic to wear all night.”

Seven flower girls
daughters of the
bride’s cousins-
carried baskets of
rose petals.

She slipped into a short Monigue Lhuillier after dinner.
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BY RENLZE YAN

TAKEAWAY
TIPS FROM
SARAH AND
SHAWN

Use visual aids with your
vendors Sarah create
Pinterest boards for her
florist and planner:
“Explaining my ideas was
much easier with images.”

Get bling on a budget
Rather than shell out big
bucks for jewelry, the
bride rented a diamond
bracelet from Adorn.com.

Know when to delegate
“l decided, two days
before the wedding,

that | was done making
decisions," says Sarah,
who handed all guestions
to her planner.

Find a quiet moment
After the ceremony, Sarah
and Shawn took a private
carto the reception. "It was
our first chance to soak it
all in together,” she says

Give functional favors
The couple provided
qguests with pashminas,
monogrammed flip
flops for dancing, and
umbrellas in case of rain

Bridesmaids in Jow,
Sarah hustled to

2 car waiting totake
hertothe church

Event planning:

Bonnie W

Jenny YOO, jennyyoc

er girls’ dresses:

€n; pegeen.con

Catering:

Duquesne Clut

Flowers:

Stationery:

Alpine Creative Gre

Entertainment:
Studio-E Entertainment

Tent:

allparty.com

Photography:
Christian (

christiano

GET THE LOOK

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S GARDEN PARTY

for the BRIDE

RING Cushion-cut

and pink diamonds

TABLE
NUMBER

$15, Momental

WEDDING GOWN
Tulle, $6,950
Marchesa;
marchesa.com

@
CAKE 312 per
slice [serves 70),
Sugar Couture;

'} Ssugar-couture.com
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DINNERWARE
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