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Like every?n'ﬂe, you want

your wedding to be unique.
Here, creative ideas
. ' from planners and
y couples to inspire you.
by Kristen Finello
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Ore of the simphest ways 1o

personaline your wedding i3 1o sadect
a dgnature oolor pabette and weave it
thecughout the event from imvitations ta
favors. Consader the colors that have
speczal significance to you or that
reflect some aspect of your relabienship
—thi greens af the summer day when
you picnicked after getting engaged, the
shades of red a1 the Valentine dinner
whera he proposed.

Choose a wedding location that
aareflects the two of youw. If you et at
a party at a lake, a waterfroni venue
winild be nice. College sweethearts? Tue
the knot at your alma maker,

Have & graphic aist criegbe & ciskom

weddang bogo thad wou can use on
prirbed materials and other alements of
your wedding to Creale a cohesive ook,
[If you're artistic you can do this
yourself. Anctiher opticn: Purchise &
Iogn A1 MArrymEnEgTams. com. )

Celebrale the seaton. For her

Movernber 2008 wedding,
Francesca Di Meglio of Fort Les, Mew
_Iefs.e:,l, want with a Thanksgving theme

that included invitations embosed wilh
a eormucapia matif and centerpieces
featuring fall fruits and flowers,

= Expréss a nature-iriendly point of
-j'.'mu by hosting & Ereen welding. 0
to bridalguide, com for advice on
everything from organic food to flowers.

Combine relighous traditions. Mark

]ngi.dn:rrf. owner of The (Queen of
Hearts Wedding Consultants in
Philadelphia, had a couple wha
honored their Catholic/Jewrsh/Muslim
backgrounds with a church ceramony, a
reading from the Horan and the Jewsh
tradition of breaking a glass.
=THawe guests coming from olher

S eoupnirses? Print your invitalsons i

their native language, suggesls Heather
Sharpe, founder of Destingtxn
Weddings Morthwest in Seatile.

For 8 mong infimate feel at your
Hcerermrm Arrange your guests ina
circle arcund you rather (han in rows,
says Sharpe. This works particularly
well in a rural culdoor Space,

Searching out talent among friends

and relatives can open Goors 10

wonderful moments in your caramany,
A cousin wht's & poed may wani 1o read
& work of her own or recite a
Shakespeangan Sonnel, & musician may
chose to perform a love sang.
To include her husband-fo-be's
E { }rhrﬂ' nigces i the wedding
ceremony, D Meglio asked them to
#eort ham down the aisle.
Honar your herlage or your
I l groorm’s by wearing traditional
clothing such as Irish or Scatlish kilts
ar Indian S&s,
| ':. Acknowledpe the absence of a
i deceased koved one by placing a
fiower on a seat resenved for him or hes
at the ceremony.
Ansather way to honor a deceased
I g f.amll:.l rrervbaier: Flace a small
phado of the person in your bowguet,
says Shame,
Let the language of your
I ceremony really speak about you,
“Far a couple who loves tennis, the
officiant ended the wedding cergmany
by proclaiming, ‘Lef the match
begin!' Sharpe recalls
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=, For a one-of-a-kind touch, wear
; S ypour mothers—Gar your
grandmother's—wedding gown. Or wear
an heirloom brooch of pair of eamrings
that you inherited.
It am heirloom dress is in poor
] lﬁ'|:|:|re.'.'|tin:m. snip off a plece of
fabeic and use it o wrap the stems of
your bouguet, suggests event planner
Rand Puebla of Coast Conwerge
Sefvice Event and Prodwction Company
in Drangee County, Califarma,
= Andther use tor wntage fabnc
Drape il on Ehe escor card Lable
for an elegant, custom kook.
| l\].FmﬂD yoonr Fiche, Kingsdord's
L Yorudes have rocked every mode of
transportation from antique Cars 1o
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Creafe
wedding logo that
yOuU C3M LsSe on
printed makerials
and decor.

horse-drawn camiages toa 1957 pink
Cadillac. Locking for a specific model?
Contact local car clubs,

I () Tell it to the world! Hire a

shywriter 10 spell out

“Congratulations, Kate and Michael!"
during a0 outdoor Cocklail hour,

'}{ Set up flat screens during

i A P onckiaals and show phato
collages of you and your groom from
childhood to adulthood, $3vs Pusbla
Don't hesitate to go for light, swest
migments that are likely to bring a bear
o guests’ eyeg.
Hsk your camera people 10 set up
a live feed of the brdal party's
phofo session for guests to enjoy ower
cockials and appelizers, This way, no

P

ane is excleded from what the stars of
the day are doing,
. I you're planning an atter-party
i 2 furnished with comioriable sofas
and armchairs, personalize them with
maoanogrammed pillows in your wedding
eobors, sugpests Bannie Walker of
Banmie Walker Events in Mew Yok City,
Y 2 If you're unexcited at the
F il _"'I_huuiht af hawing & kéyboardiss
at your cockial hour, hife & musician
wha's more to your taste. One of
Walker's couples, who met at Mardi
Gras, hired the sawaphonist thiny s
perlorm 10 conoert thene,
Display wedding pictures of
farmily members on the escort-
card table or on end tables in your
cockiaal-Pour area,
= Instead of wsing your venue's
ya -'-’hm,':r'ls.. puréhase napking in salk
of linen or organic cotton and have
them monogrammed with yowr mitials,
':l Dress chairs with monogrammed
i {l}lahln: chair cowers: drape Sample
floral garlands cver the backs of the
bridal party’s chairs,
=Upgrade plain linens by silk-
! screening the fabric with your
wedding logo or matil; use these on
your cockiail tables, says Walkes,
¥ Glam up the lsdies” room with
Lo UV pretty itesms from your home,
Think snisque sikeir (rays 1o hold papsr
hand towels and crystal bowls to hold
soenbed min Soaps.
'} ( It you plan on having a
swepthiart table (seating just for
the two of youl, think how to make it

P

A horse and
Ccarmiage go
topather like lowe
and marriage—

especially at a
seaside wedding.
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special. For example, this is the
perfect appartunily b Shovcase
those unusual antique chairs or
omate candelabrum passed
diwam from your great-
grandparants, says Walker,

P ]{iﬂ Tew (hat oved-the-top
" ( ice bar and hawe your
imbials carved inko il 10 a
diamond shape, suggesis
Fuebla, For extra puench, [ght
the bar in your wedding colors
or in & complerméentary hue,

3 | Tey Kingsdoef™s update on

['.h:- sign-in book: ASK

guests to weite a note in a
beautiful coffee-lable book on a
kopic that reflects you and your
groom. (Be sure thi baok has
sizeable white margins.)

Y ) Have a hand-painted

A adante Noor created to
coordinate with your reception”s slyba
and color scheme, supgests Wakker, It's
sure to get guests in a party mood.

¥ ) Ta branch aut from ordinary 1ora
.1 .*}-Zi“ iterpieces, Amanda Allen of
Talkahasses, Flonda, opted 1o a unique
look: tall glass cylinders filbed with long
curly branches draped with unuseal red
amaranthus and crystals

A rustic wedding [
calls for down-
home fabric like
burlap used here
for guest favars.

3 4 Anolher way Allen Kepl her
5 _]':ele‘:rmm ane-of-a-kind: She
designed er own inmkalions at
mygalsby.com.

'_':| = To honor & grandmolher whoge
._.! NTIE 'Was Ll|:|l. recemt Dride
Carmne Brennan of Ievive, Califorms,
uged calla lilies i the baugusts amnd
table asrangemants,

B | Fut your stamg on
..'-' (-] watber, wine or beer
botiles with personalred labels
from myownlabals.com
¥ =TS IOMAEE WOUF MEERU IR
Y/ a way that makes a
naturally sopheshicaled
staternant. “Take advantage of
what's in sea%0n, Such a5
pomegranate in November,
suggests Paul MoCabe,
executive chef at L'Auberge
Del Mar, a papular widding
w:-mu in Del Mar, California
ncorporate your fave
h ts—even | they
-:I-:-'l t seam wedding-warthy.,
For French-Iry famakics,
Kingsdorf sarved the treat in
paplr cones printed with the
couple's names and wedding
date, Guests spiced up thar
spuds with toppings like Oid Bay
Seasoning and parmesan Cheese
b i"_)‘:i'l-.%kl. up a salad statson with
this clever idea from chel
MeCabe, Have a uniformed ched,
wearing an apron prinfed with your
names and wedding dafe as well as the
salad selections (for example, “Classic
Cactar,” "Waldor! Salad™), toss the =&

Customizing your
dance floor with
a lush, RMmanic
design sets the

Eone for thie party.
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e Lehiibieny will herve
itz I
it
have fun things to

ingredients in a cocktail shaker and
senve mrint portbons in marting glasses,

i—f i Tint your dainks with coloned
L ligpuice F Eruf juice 19
coordinate with your cobor scheme. For
example, a rose champagne cocktail
would go beawtifully with a garden-
parly brunch recepton

i 1] Personalize your wine selechions

I by choosing vintages that
represent the year you were barm of a
risgian af the woeld that has
significance for the twoe of you,

i ) Take a cue from your daling lile.
'I' £ “We served raspberry lemandrap
martinis at our recaption because that's
the dink | ordered on owr Dirst date,”™
zavs Brennan.

3 Gt guests a blast from the past

‘E',_-"".h th retro-inspired stations
Saming up shiders (minn burpers) and
mac and cheese,

i Substitute square or rectangular

plates for round ones. Or have
the wail staff serve 100d under a clocha
{a lid that's lifted off at the table) for &
dramatic presenfation, says McCabe.
1 Diream up unigque Serving
T D, vessels. McCabe has been known
bo Senve SOLD and evwen panns coita mn
slender glass tubes!

Change the lighting to
_1_ ':.a.:.'l.n'.'lllluﬂll'r each course of your
meal, suggetis Fusbla, “vou rmight
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" Bathe the rocm in red whibe
serving a fomato bisque
starter, change to green for
the salad course and blue for

£ - & seafood entrée,”

=7 Don't forged your

-/ youngest guests.

Create an activity book—prn

Colowing pages on your

v computer, for example—and

* place at each child's seat.

i Personalize the cover with (he
child's name and your names
1“Tim and Ashleg's Wedding™)
and wedding date, says

« Kingsdar,

i _l_ ¥ Hawing a baach
1 { Vwedding! Personalized
beach towels are the perfect
gift for guests, You could
adorn them with your
wddung logo or molif (say, a
tropecal flower or a shell) or
hiaeé gach towel embroidered
with guests’ initials.
_=I_rl ]A”-F some Cwow entertamnment
| “| planned a wedding for &
couphe wihose first date had been at
Cinque du Salell,” says Pusbla. “We
arranged for a few members of the
company 10 4o 8 shad but stunning
performance at the recaption.”
:II { }Fur a Cuban grooem, Puebla had
A pro roll cigars at the receplion.
The stogees” bands weng monogramimisd
with the couple's initials.

=

.'.‘,] Research family traditions. For
ong Inshiscolish wedding,
Kingsdorf says, the bride's niece and a

e learned the mowes Tor an Indh
step dance. (And everyone joined inf)
:!| ‘_} For hier wedding. Puebla created
i B LRI [0 By CoamiBIRINE
ehements from her African- American
meritape and her husband’s Japaness
background: her décor consesied of
vibrant African-stybe fabrics and
Japanese fans, and she served sushi
and soul fooed for dinner,
:} ¥ Give a short speech before dinner
= 2in whech you thank your parents
a4 witll @5 your guests. Mom and Dad
will treasung these words Tofever,
~ | Ask wait staff to coordinate their
-T—t-uru'-:-l:n!. wirth your wedding
colers. For emample, fo go with
customary black pants and white shirts,
they might wear ties in one or more of
wour wedding hies.
~ = Instead of numbenng your lables,
HI' ) namie therm, T Francs 15 a8 Special
place for the two of you, call one table
“Fang,” another “Cannes,” another
“Provence” and 50 on.
:'.I-|': Custom wall adhesives, available
Yat wonderiulgraffitiwedding com,
arg made of thin, matte winyl that books
“printed" when applied to smooth, clean
surtates, You can get virtually amything
made—a romantic guote io enhance
Eh Blank wall behind wour cake table,
for example. Continued on page 152
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75 Ways to Personalize
Your Wedding
Continued from page 150

S =7These handy sdhesives can also
j / be used to put your personal
stamip on the SUV or lime camying your
bridal party, suggests Kingsdor!,
L) Surprise your parents and your
j mew in-laws by havang the band
play thi first songs from their
weddings, suggests Sharpe,
o () Ask your bandlieader or DJ to
j play the hora, ianantella or
anather dance that reflects your
farmily’s culfure,
(' ( Corinne Brennam and her groom
3LV met while working in Califarnia,
50 a play st of Caldfarmia-themed tunes
wits a must for their reception, she
says. “All of the songs were from a CD
that Jon made for me when we first
started dating.”
( Groom's cakes ane back in a big
way, Select one that represents
youur guy's hobby, favorite sports team
or hometown, (How about a cowbay
b For wour country boy?)
( Does one of your relatives have a
-} cookie recipe that's known far
and wide? Ask if sha'd like ta sanee
these at your reception, (She'll
probably b delighted!) Arrange the
dalectaible sweeats on a table with
personalided containers that guests can
fill, says Walker,
{' Dwess up dessert plates with a
-}._ pretly Blourish of fruit puree or a
symibol of your wedding, like a simple
flenwer shape for an ouldoor spring fete.
{Your initials are okay, too, says Pusbla,
bt nol your whiole names—ihat looks
oo birthday-ishl)
( A For a couple who used to meet
YT ior dates at &n e cream parior,
Walker had waitrésses pass vanilla milk
shakes in small old-fashioned glasses
& desser tirme.
( o Take the make-your-own-sundase
jjnnrxem a step further by having
your chef whip up custom ice cream
concoctions on the spat. At Chef
McCabe's dessert skations, guests can
salect ice cream flavoes in liquid form,
such ag orgamic pistathio, hazelnut
chacolate and passion fruit, and watch
&5 he puts therm inta liguid nitrogen to
make them freeze instantly, The

resuli—a desser thal is crunchy on the
cutsice and soft on the inside.
( ( Tired of hearing the same old
) ‘]w? Pen your own lyrics of
hire & professsonal songwriter to
compose a special melody that
incorporates details about vou and your
Froom, suggests Walker,
=TWalker always makes up a
Y/ number of pretty umbredlas in a
couple’s wedding coloes. so that in case
of rain, valet attendants ane prepaned fo
shelter guists & thiy arrive at the
recaption venue.
( SMWHH of Walker's thoughtful
) touches: Purchase inexpensive
wraps to give to chilly guests while
they're waiting for their cars 31 the end
of the evening.
( (At a destination wedding, give
) every female guest a single
Rower, say, 8 vibrantly coloned hitwscus,
‘o wear in her hair.
""'() Have labels printed with your
! names bo customise your waber
bottles; place therm on a table near the
axit of your reception, o guests can
help thirreshves. a5 they're leaving.
i Place blank CDs in cnyelopes
! | preaddressed to you on & table
nar the axit. Enclose a note with this
rstuizst: “Whean you download your
pectirnes, pleage Burm us 3 Copy—and
=end!” (“This is not a replacemeant for 2
professional pholographer,” emphasioes
Kingsdarf.)
=7 7y Add fair to your favors. Have
! them reflect your wedding style
For her Itaky-born groom, recent bride
D Meglio opted for Italian-style
wieiding Favors that included crystal
votives and Jordan almands,
= ¥ Give departing guests cookies
J Vdecorated with your maonogram o
& special design, like a flower or 8 basat
or & seashell, depending on your wenus,
says Puebla.
=7 A Arange for an ald-fashioned
F) popeom ruck, ioe cream truck o
candy cart 10 paek oulside your
reception at the end of the evening, 50
Buests chn rench while they wait for
the vabet to bring their car,
=7 £ Tailor your getaway vehiche o
/ Dyour destination. Sharpe has had
couples take off from waterfront
receptions in & $ea plare and 3 harse
and carriaga in the city. m



