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Walker
The Go-To Gal

or Bonnie Walker, an event is
much mone than just a pany W
a wonderful stony e be shaned

and rememberad—a wale with a beginnimg,
a middle and endd. The experience of a like-
i A dream (ulfdled. A wish come true.
A jovouss oocaskon that Bourshes, exceading
VOUIF EVETY EXPRCIMEON

Aler 25 VAT, thiz ploncer in the held of
nTﬁl-!ﬂJJII'II:II.: huas ravied her pmfn_.u-..lll [T
an gxgpuisite an. In her lamds, Bar Min=vahe
hecome lundraser for cdhanmable caue
rd-clas  dinmer panics go from clackd
to clasty, degination weddings become
romantic socond honeymoons for every
couple invited: and something ac smple as
a small binthday dinner a1 that impossible-
o-get-inte new restaurant blossoms into an
unforgeitable surprise weckend getaway to
Azpen with friends.

Az Bonnie sees it, "il an event is a puzsle, s
iy joby 1o puil every peece together 10 create
the perfectly finished picture. 1 never fonget
what so many evem planners somelimes
doc | am representing you. | have 1o make
sure that every pant of that evem ks going
tor pake vou shime, of is golag Lo represent
your family” When the nigha is over? "The
guests ane goang 1w walk away not saying it
wid a ‘Bonmie event, bul M.‘ll:'g."‘. EVER, OF
(1173 |."|'|.ﬁnl:.":~ eveiil=—=thizl 1 9518 40 |'u.'r.'-ut'|.;l'|-
izedd 1o them!”™

I thére w2 signakuing ol a 'Bonmie “tdl;lar'ln"
evenl, % her atention 1o detatl=<Irom the
cutom bogo she designs for every ocoasion,
to the hand-made, one-of-a-kind drapes
her dall will sew i the colors or patterns a
client describes, to the hand-painted dance
floor at a wedding, the lighting, the ceiling
ircatment, the unique entertainer she Founcd
during iravels in Europe, or the hand-made
baskets the guests walk away with—re-
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membering you every timse they reach for
thee contenis within. As ihe puis if, *Every-
thing i mod just Neesh and creative==ils fine
Every square imch of what | do is to per-
fection,”™ she savi, describing how she pre-
pECsads eVeTy Ohcase i the naphing so they
Ly st right oo the table. Laaghing, she
admibts, “Moavbe Um a listhe too detasbed, baus
thuat’s my Uhing—and 2 ke hos i do with my
mthct, who Laught me avenyihing”

Bom i Washingon, DC. and rased in
Bethesda, her Eaber, Sanboy, had a soe
called Harry's, which provided wine and li-
GUEOT 10 ;pll}tn and ]‘uﬂlluum all ower DUC

In [mcn, w0 owas Harrys |'|-:|11.'a|.-|.'-|.'l|'|nc| ham
pagne that was used to 1oast the landing on
the mioon

Shie recalls thar her mother, Clara, threw
wonderful panies Dlled with exceprional
style visions of Eames Chairs and a Paul Ev-
ans dining room table

In those days there were maybe 10 event
planmiers working in e whale country, and
Clara Walker worked with the bes, “She
wtild drag me as a child 1 every meeting,”
Bonnie recalls. "5Sa 1 was borm and raksed in
the inclusan:”

With a background in an tha allows hier 1
apeak the linguage of the Iborists or decora-
Lors sl hiret—nod 1o mention the ability 1o
dedign something a client wants if it simiply
doesnt exia outside of their imagination—
Bonmie was destined 10 do good work, B
En_1n| I_|"||: h;gmmhg. ahc “mllﬂ.i micee, She
w.mlnl {8} -|.|-|.1 p_rl.:ul Wik, ."l.l‘u;l \l'u.' il

Her very first event was 3 fundraiser for a
nows-peodil group that was perfecily happy
e chear 535 000 in donations from their an-
nual party But Bonnie wanted 1o kick it uwp
a motch, so she personally staked a 516,500
fex for the band of the moment—fresh from
plaving Domald Trumps MNew Years Eve
pany: (ARer all, it was the go-go "80s. Wha
oould penerate mone free publiciry than a
band wih a Tramp conmection?)

The resub? The evern rased S135.000—
millions by wadns aandards. She was
thnlled (and so was the clsem?), which is
why Bonmbe now donates her nime 1o ar-
range Lthree chanable events each year com-
|:-|;l.,'|5' gratis

Fominie .,urlnall_'_c TS I-I.'.H.IJ:II'IF vent |:|L|.1|-
ning company, Bonnie Walker Evems, amd
works out of her ollices i Mew York 'I:JI':.'
anid F'|I;I.'J:||.lr|;|1 This dises not linvil Bominies
ability to plan 3 ra-cless evem amywherne
in the world though, Her winning siyle
goes wherever she poes: Bonnie Walker haz
feams on the ground in Hawaii, Aspen and
nearly every country in Europe, all ready
1 serve her clients’ desires, And her home
team? They've been together the entire 25
vears of her carcer

I've mever done an event the same way
twice. I've never done a design raice. And
thiats prewy difficul’™ Plus it keeps it fun for
her—which micans more fun for vou. And
whether ivs dinmer bor 40, or a citywide cel-
cheation that draws a crowed of S0000 (48
she once gamiely handled for the Cuy of
Pinshurghd, she abways keeps i persomal.

If an event 1s a puzzle, its my job to put every piece
together to create the perfectly finished picture”
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