


Bonnie Walker Answers:

How de you stay focused on the
things that matter most?

My |'|r|,1|'q,'~.~.1||r| regquires extraordinary atiendion to every detail
In addition o n;l:_mmn details and vendor and event schedules, [
stay focused on things that matter mos by being energized and
challewged 1o creane an event that reflects the style, aninede and
tastes of my clients

What'’s the best advice you've ever gotten?

The best advice | have ever golen was from each of my parents
3'-1'3.' fathers advice was VETY -\.||1||1|-.' Listem L':lrt'fl.I“'g.' 1 what
people say Mo matter how much you think you know about
o subject there is always more w learn from someone every:
day. My mother always 10ld me 10 respect everyone and value
a Iriends lovalty and honesty, “Respect, respect, respect,” she
wotled el me,

Whao inspires you?

||'n|1||:|l|||r| comes [rom Mniny |'|'.'|l.l..- Every ':i-'-l_',t' I am |:|.-'|1|1-|'|.|
by the men and women who Boldly volunteer 1o protect owr
counry, by my son Kevin for his quiet conhdence and by iy
son Brian for his strength of character, A Tew years ago | planmed
a Bar Mitzvah For an aatistie child whe also sufTered from a rare
form of cancer. | will always remember Benjamin. Despite the
fact thar he had over 100 surgeries during the firsa 13 years of
hi= life, e aeell hael the wishiul heart of 2 child wlw belicved
.’|I1}'I|1:I1:i'_ WS '|'-c-u.||1|r Benjamans dar Mitzvah was the most
mermorable and inspirational event that 1 have ever planned.

How do you “give back™?

Simce ||',:_':.' WETE YIMUKE, 1 havve voled iy & Iildren 1l 1]:-:':.' shoulkd
Ly amd dier ome g-;'-.,'-,l ||1||'|.!_'| [or another preTon {'-'l:r}'dil:l' ] try to
live by the same mantra by donating my time and professional
skills for the Juventle Diabetes Foundation Charity Evem every
year in Pitisburgh. The commitiee for the event works year-round
1o waise mallions of dollars lor diabetes ressarch. For the las 15
years, we have created some of the most memorable galas

Share a moment when

your faith changed your life.

1 belseve that throagzh [ainh, we .u_';,||.|'.r|_' an imponant personal enms
porwermiet that Cam Inspine us Lo Mo MOowniains, Years ago oy
life was changed when we dhscovered our som had jusvenibe diabye-
1es. | worried about how his life wouldd be differena Trom his Inends,
absoant a lifetioe of self-administered insulin tretmens ancd abou
constant Tilood SAHEIE MO H‘:. faith was :~Il'l|.'l'l!.'.t|'ll.'ll-t"!! omver
e VCars as | watched AWy S0 OAETOOINE Lh'.l.“l.'tl;d_l.' alter L]L‘l”rl'q.'.l.'
while sremipling o contrel his disease aned all the while continuing
1o excel as a student sblete and a model child

| A5 one of the u';,:ir-.'l'n p party r'll-l:ll"lrt.l'h, Bormic Widker, owner of

Bopme Walker Fvenis, kuis micasiered the art of a |'|||.r|I|I'-r'I'|"_|L'I.|
everd, After 25 vears, this pioacer in the field of event planning as
raiscd her profession fo an exiuisite art. In her hands, Bar Mirzvichs
become fundraisees for chartalde causes and first-class dinner par-
ries o fram cliche to classy, The time spenr genling v kinow her cliemis
can result in simple themes buill around @ pattern or color—like the
Burberry theme thar subtly tracked from the invitations to the nap-
gits taw dhe dies the waiters wore, They coild f':'-u:\_l,:.l:rlld s her 1EEE
Tilanic-themed bash that made headiines around the world—rmalting
a clients faverite movie come to life with Bee lighting and make
Befieve fceberzs, And when the dream calls Jor a sland-up show by
Whoopd Goldberg, o personal sercrunde [rom Michael Bolton, or a
performance by kp-hop star Missy ERioe? Bonnic’s the go-to gal



