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Field of Dreams

By Jean Home, FOR THE TRIBUNE-REVIEW

This pne's nol abost the social scene, sven though it inchedes an amanng
calebration. iou wil meat the Pollons, a family in whose faith and |fe purpose
@ Incredible lessons of ke, commilment and servicn. ITS raaly Ean@mins
shory, bacausn il Spame Pig whols §la was & oonay b this dba of paseage,
A1 aps 13, a child bacomes responsibhs for Pirrmell under Jowish lew, Alber
s of sludy, he is permitbed {o read from the Torah (She Hebrew' verzson ol
the Oid Testament) as a "son of the commandmient,” which is the meaning of
Bar Mitzvah, in tha case of Donabvy and Neal Pollon's threas md-Neacesd Sons,
Awran, Jaahua and Banjamin, it bacams & Inple cefamony, of B'Aal Mitevah,
thal weas lad by Rabbi Mark Mahler on March 25 (Beniamin's 100 birthday®) at
Temple Emanuel in the Scuth Hils.

Yiou should know thal Dol an slhofmey, wirks aa & pro Bond advecals Tor
spscial-resds kide, apecifically thoas with autiam; and Meal, row 8 consullant,
co-founded the systems software gian, Legent, that went public under his
vaatch, Tha family lives in Sewickloy and the boys atterd Cuakor Valley Mdde
Sonool

#jthough twans. Aamon and Joshua were bom 19 months before Baangamin, they
garea up tpir own Bnal Milzvah toowat 1or Banjamin and hedp him iesch a
mideabong N ofs Debeyed pokailihe. |1 alE0 was thei idea b lurm over &l
monelary gifla {which ks pannbs malched) bo causes thal help kids ke
Banjamin. The twins, of course, amn menschas (Yiddish for "really good guys®),
samathing they lsamod &t thedr mothers kress, along with Jil, their adorabie
Poir-paar-old sisler

Bangamin came into the world with a disfiguring skin disease and with
mislanoma carcer ... disonders that set him apart at birth s not ora child in e
illion, buf just one. Than he wak disgnosad vith mental ralandation and
satiam, Yol despte 13 yasrs of surpery and 10 mond of inbersive themapy o
gain the |ife skills we all taks Tor grantsd, this kind, loving lad continues fo
thive. Becouse his gnsat joys are music and baseball, te Poliors: plan thedr
arftirn summer aound Firates’ games with fimsoncs. So & cams 1o pass, as in
th film “Fiedd of Dreama,.” Benjamin's fedd of dreams cam koking Tor him al
& party thal had grand slam wetlen all ower il.

W & cams lima o plan tha Teatiities, tha tamily umed 1o Boamie Walkr
Chirigaa ard Linda Maller, of Croalive Aflair, who, fghl, buil i and thay
cane. Some 110 of the boys' pals and Banjamin's angels in the outhield, Ris
doctons, ieachers and thempisis whao accounbed {or nearty haif the 2350 adults
o thi guest list, streamed past oom stallcs, whits fencing and bakes of hay ot
tha antranca bo the Homa Flaba Club in PN Park

Bytween the bleachers and backstop at cockdails, tall burlap-covered Eables
sporiad whaal rass squanes canlered wilh basahals in mitls and, buy ma
S0me peants and crackeracks, sladium-alyks vendoen Camied raye of hom
dosuvres. Wiy, il fans weren1 minging with |virg slaless of Baba Futh and
Fioberdo Clemente or Pirates® greal Manny Sanguillen, they wens having their
taoes paintesd by rercwned airbrush atist Pearut Buttor.
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Batween the bleachers and backstop at cocklails, tall budap-coversd tables
apditad whaal-grass sgussres certomsd wilh bassbhals in milts and, Duy me
some pearuls and crackenacks, stadium-style wendors camed trays of hors
doeuvres. Why, if fans werent minging with living siatues of Babe Ruth and
Robern Clemante or Pirales” greal Manny Sanguillen, they wana having their
faces painted by rencwned airbush artist Peanut Butier,

c{ﬂmm. e vee ome, Ol lepoad Misay ENISR in a amashing auprise
concerd that 18 up the scorsboard. Vow heserd m ... shae's the sik-fimae,

Gramemy-winning hip-hop atisd with a huge heart who a0 stayed on (o dance
ardl hang with tha kids

O ancther note, e Pirales’ Ann Elder paved the way 1o PMC Park for the

Folons, a8 did music falent agent Bran Chinges [Boennie’s son) with Missy's
concer.

Cisecis donmed poemonalized baseball jerseys and caps for tha thind inning that
broughtt ewenyone {including Missy) outdoors to the stadium. Thoughifully
provided monogrammed barkels, fand warmers and heales warded off the
brisk waathar as the Pollon All-Star Team was called to the flald from the
disgout by Pirstes' arnouncer Joo Klimchak. After singing the "3tar Spangled
Banner," the feam presenbed beo checks for $15.000 each bo MVFs from the
Firates Charities for Childnen and the Children’s Hospital of Pittsbungh.
Firsvworks 7 Zambslli aanl up an awesome volley of thunder

Tha yourger set headed 1o their cwn chapercned area to dine on balipark fara,
compeie in amusement park games and rock o Maz, the desjay enterdainment
group Trom Mesw York. Mearky, in & shanning black-and-gold selting whana
Benjamin's willage of caregivers wene honored in a ceremony that tumed up the
paasebumps, the crowd tucked inbo & classy dird and then teided on the
dance floor to & swing band

Thess are the Kind of slats, gentle reader, that you wont find on basaball
cas. Bacausa this right was in & keague of its own

Onstags and off, they've made beautful music logether for manes than 40 years.
And on Wadneaday, conduchor Sidney Harth and his violn vifuoso wile,
Taresa, siruck a peefect chond wath Eheir friend and inMemationally renovwned
piarist Yefim Bronfman during a one-night concerd at Dakland's Camegie
Music Hall to benahit Duguesne Liniversily's Mary Pappert School of Music

Under the maestro's baton, Bronfman plunged inlo the Rachmanineff Piano

Concero and was accompanied Dy The young musiciars of he DU Symphory
for tha Pittsburgh premiene of David Stock's “A Little Mimche.®

AR the desgert recaplion afersands wem many Thands such as Janet and Dave
Pappart; Francisoo and Lasra Harth Rodrigeez; PS0's Andres Cardones;
Perry Morrison; Sydedle Kessler; Joan and Jerry Apt; Connie Bernt;
Mildred Paswar and William Martin, DU music dean Dr. Ed Bocher with
Kamis Schoomhowen; and LIl and Or. Michasd Nieland.
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