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Giving Back
Bonnie Walker helps others’ style shine.
By Leslie Hoffman | Photography by Megan Wylie

Bonnie Walker’s signature is the
monogrammed dance floor.

Style is a broad topic: It is not limited to
fashion, or decor, or music ar art. It
encompasses everything about a person. The
poet Wallace Stevens wrote, “Style is not
something applied. It is something that
permeates. It is of the nature of that in
which it is found, whether the poem, the
manner of a god, the bearing of a man. It is not a dress.” Surely Stevens meant that style is

greater than the sum of its parts. When we asked event planner Bonnie Walker to be a
“Style File” for us, we entered into this discussion of style. Walker has maore than 25 years
of experience producing events that create whole new worlds forthe evening, the weekend,
the after-party. Her artistic eye and supreme attention to detail is expressed in the
weddings, bar and bat mitzvahs, anniversary parties, and non-profit fundraisers and galas
that she designs in Western Pennsylvania, New York, Aspen, and other cities around the
country through her companies Bonnie Walker Events and studio e entertainment. Walker’s
own style lies in bringing out that of others: One of her signatures is a hand-painted dance
floor, often embellished with a monogram. Another signature incorporates the name of the



guest of honor throughout the event, When the guests leave the party, she wants them to
zay, ¥Suzy's party waz so great,” or, “The LHAS gala was so wonderful,” not, “that waz a
Bonnie event,”™ Walker iz modest, “l love to be inthe badkground; | love to disappear at

events, | love to not exist at the events,” she zaysz, wearing her own staple black and white,

The hand -painted dance floor iz another of

iallcer's event sionatures,

How do you define style?

Wherever | go, the Moo 1 thing iz that the
client and myvzelf, we have to be
comfortable, 'm comfortable when 'm
making the person that I'm with

comfortable, Every event iz different, every

F L % person’s style is different, and every city iz
different.

You are wearing your mother’s pear k in this picture. What kind of advice do you give
your clients about making ther style personal?

| tell my clients to wear something that’s meaningful to them. Grab zomethirg of wour
grandmother’s; Take her hanky, and we can sew it into the wedding dress, or take her

wedding dress or even some materal from it, and we can incorporate it into the huppa,

How else do you help your clients express their own style?

| always zaw, take your lowed one, your child, wour husband, wour bowfriend, and start from
the beginming of the evert. Look at each other and zavy, look what we made. Thiz iz for
eweryone this izn't just for u=. And | promize vou, 25 wears later, vou will never forget that
might. That®z what style iz,

Your events are so detail-oriented. How do you keep track of everything?
| love pressure. Pressure excites me. | have a penand paper next to my bed, and inthe
middle of the night, | wake up and jot down ideaz, things that | want to create. | want to

come up with new, great ideasz for the client. | love bringing out their style,

You 're originalty from Washington, D.C., and you have a Washingtonian’s interest in
politics. Would yvou talk to me a little bit about the style that President Barack Obama
and First Lady Michelle Obama are imparting to the country?

We all respect the President, and of course they're both brilliant people, but they want
everybody to feel comfortable in their home, even though the White House iz the most

famous home in the world,

Do wou think the President and the First Lady and their stvle are influencing the way
people are planning ther events and special occasions?

| think it’z what’s goirg on with the whole world todaw, People are really starting to open
their eves and see what their parents and grandparents have always taught us t's about

hiowe wee treat other people

What did vour own parents teach you?
Simplicity, My mother always said to me: “Accessorize, accessodze, accessonze™ Buy
quality thingz that wou could hawe woarn 10 wears ago and that wou can wear 10 wears from

nowe, things that are classic,

What are some new things in the events industry that vou’re exxited about?

| like mixing new with old, I°d rather take somethirg that’s old, that’s meaningful, and that
haz a story and a Hstory than bAinging out zomething new. Mixing it iz fabulous. When it
comes to weddings, | love, love, love bringing all types of pictures from the families; the
great grandparents, the parents, all of theirwedding pictures, And then we dizplay them at

the entry, or wou can we them for centerpieces,

What style advice would you give our readers?
Style doesn™t have to be clothes or acceszores, it doesn™ have to be shoes or purses, or
Jewelry, Style iz wour personality, Stvle is what’s in wour heart, Stule iz what’s in vourself,

#nd that’s what vou hawe to bring out,



Boppie Wi feer Brents, 320 Fort Duguesne Blvd,, Downtowrn, £12.572, 5227, 445 Park Ave.,
Qth floor, New York, 272 8295859, studio e entertginment, 320 Fort Duguesne Blwd. ,
Downtown, 472,572 5000,

Bonnie’s ...

Hawr stvlist

She gets her locks lightened at ARCH
Salon by owner lim Mchlamara,
MW Solop, 412.447,5757,

Sipnature spec
Alain Mikli, Find a pair like Bonnig®s at Meowision,
Meavizion ot SouthSide Works, 472,487 7703,

Erent this month

Ladies Hospital &id Society Gala, Augiet 22 at the
Westin Conwvention Center Pittsburgh,

LHAS, 472,648.0T08,
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